Monocular Cues - Writing Guide
In this assignment, you will analyze a real photo and reflect on how monocular depth cues (like light and shadow, relative size, linear perspective, etc.) help us perceive depth. This activity shows you how psychological concepts apply to real-world images—not just textbook examples. You'll also reflect on how this knowledge connects to your career goals or personal interests, helping you build deeper insight into sensation and perception. 
What You Need To Do
Use a Real Photo You Choose
· Choose a photo that clearly shows three monocular depth cues - preferably a photo that you took.
· Do NOT use stock images, examples from the book, or images from content websites that explain the cue to you.
· Your photo should allow you to describe differences in distance, lighting, size, and clarity.
Describe the Cues in Your Photo
· Identify three different monocular cues in the image.
· For each cue, make sure your sentences include clear, concrete details from your photo.
· Where the cue shows up in your photo
· How the visual elements (size, light, shadow, texture, color) create a sense of depth
· How these elements work together to guide the viewer's perception
Reflect on Real-Life Application
· Write a short reflection (3–5 sentences):
· How does knowing about monocular cues help you in your career or goals?
· How could this knowledge apply to personal activities or daily life?
· Refer back to the interests you mentioned in Week 1.
How to Write Strong Answers
Be Personal
· Use "I" statements: "In my photo," and "I noticed".
· Make connections to your own career path or interests.
Be Specific
· Name specific objects, lighting, and visual details in the photo.
· Show how they relate to depth perception, not just what's in the image.
Show Understanding
· Explain how and why the cues affect appearance, depth, and clarity in the photo.
· Use psychology terms correctly, but explain them in your own words.
Follow Formatting Requirements 
· Use the provided template
· Write in Times New Roman, 12 pt font
· Minimum of 21 complete sentences total
· Proofread for grammar, spelling, and sentence structure
· Save and submit as a Word or PDF file via Canvas
What To Avoid
· Using generic definitions from the book without applying them
· Vague language like “you can kind of see depth here”
· Making up examples or using random photos with no clear cues
· Using overly robotic, copy-pasted, or AI-generated language to respond to the image analysis or answer the reflection questions.
· Common generic answers used for the reflection question include driving and photography. These do not make a personal connection to your academic or professional goals.
· Submitting a response that isn’t written in your own voice *If using outside sources, writing enhancement tools, or quoting definitions, make sure to cite them properly in APA format.
Double Check Before You Submit
· Did I choose a real, personal photo with clear depth cues?
· Did I describe three different monocular cues in detail?
· Did I explain how the cue creates depth in my specific photo?
· Did I reflect on how this knowledge helps me personally or professionally?
· Did I write in my own words and voice, not copy the book or use AI?
· Did I write at least 21 complete sentences?
· Did I follow all formatting and file upload instructions?
